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• FAFSA opens December 2023

• Parents are called contributors to FAFSA

• Both student and contributors will need to have a verified FSA ID before 
beginning FAFSA

• FSA ID will take 3 -10 days to be verified

• Parents filing joint returns, only 1 parent needs FSA ID

• Parents living together but not filing taxes together, both parents need 
FSA ID

• If parents divorced or separated, parent who provided the most financial 
support in the last calendar year will complete the FAFSA

• Federal tax information imported directly into FAFSA from the IRS through 
Direct Data Exchange

• Both student and contributor must give consent to IRS Direct Data 
Exchange whether they filed returns or not
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• Contributors without a Social Security Number can still 
create an FSA ID and contribute to their student’s 
FAFSA.

• To create an account they will need to provide their 
first, middle, last name, and date of birth. 

• Select “I don’t have a Social Security Number” 
checkbox. 

• Enter your account credentials.

• Enter your contact information.

• Verify your account.



• 2022 federal tax returns for all parent income
• Non-taxed income is not reported on tax returns

• 1st step in determining Pell Grant eligibility
• If adjusted gross income is below multiple of Federal 

Poverty Level income for state and family size, SAI = $0

• If the parent is not required to file a federal tax return, SAI = 
-$1,500
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• Include all assets a parent owns outside of retirement 
accounts, primary homes, and insurance policies
• Including:

• Checking
• Savings
• CDs
• Brokerage Accounts
• 529 or college savings plans
• Value of second properties

• Child support received in 2022

• Net worth of business or farm
• Value of business or farm minus any liabilities owed on business 

or farm
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Dependent Student FAFSA® Form Landing Page
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Dependent Student Log In
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Dependent Student Roles
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Student Onboarding (1 of 4)

10



Dependent Student Onboarding (2 of 4)
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Dependent Student Onboarding (3 of 4)
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Dependent Student Onboarding (4 of 4)
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Dependent Student Identity Information
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Dependent Student State of Legal Residence
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Dependent Student Provides Consent
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Introduction: Dependent Personal Circumstances
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Dependent Student Marital Status
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Dependent Student College or Career School Plans
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Dependent Student Personal Circumstances
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Dependent Student Unusual Circumstances
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Student Dependency Status: Dependent Student
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Dependent Student: Tell Us About Your Parents
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Dependent Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form
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Introduction: Dependent Student Demographics
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Dependent Student Demographic Information
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Dependent Student Race and Ethnicity
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Dependent Student Citizenship Status 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Education Status
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Dependent Student’s Parent Killed in Line of Duty
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Dependent Student High School Completion Status
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Dependent Student High School Information
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Introduction: Dependent Student Financials
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Dependent Student Tax Return Information
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Introduction: Dependent Student Select Colleges
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Dependent Student College Search

Students can select to send their FAFSA information to a maximum of 20 schools.
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Dependent Student Selected Colleges
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Dependent Student Review Page
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Dependent Student Review Page (Continued)
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Dependent Student Signature

41



Dependent Student Section Complete
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Dependent Student’s Parent Email
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Dependent Student’s Parent Log In
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Parent Status Center – My Activity
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Dependent Student’s Parent Identity Information
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Dependent Student’s Parent Provides Consent
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent 
Demographics
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Financials
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Dependent Student’s Parent Federal Benefits 
Received 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Tax Filing Status
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Dependent Student’s Parent Family Size
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Dependent Student’s Parent Number in College
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Dependent Student’s Parent Tax Return Information
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Dependent Student’s Parent Assets
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Dependent Student’s Parent Review Page
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Dependent Student’s Parent Signature
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Dependent Student FAFSA® Confirmation
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FAFSA Submission Summary Landing Page
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Eligibility Overview
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Eligibility Overview (Continued)
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Next Steps 
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More Resources 
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Dependency Status: Dependent Student
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Student Other Circumstances
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Student Unusual Circumstances
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Impact of Provisionally Independent Status 
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Examples of Special Circumstances:

•  Change in employment status
•  Medical expenses not covered by insurance
•  Change in parent marital status
•  Unusual dependent care expenses
•  Student cannot obtain parent information
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• GAfutures.org

• GSFC.org

• StudentAid.gov
• Prepare for College

• Types of Aid

• Who Gets Aid

• Apply for Aid

• Repay Your Loans
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• Federal Student Aid Knowledge Center
• https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center

• Federal Student Aid Financial Aid Toolkit
• https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center
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800.505.4732 aroberts@GSFC.org
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